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What is the Project about?
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Testbourne School are committed to a 5 year project to take teams of students to Mityana in Uganda so that they can experience directly the deprivation and difficulties faced by fellow students and families living in a Third World country.  In 2008 fourteen pupils will have the chance to participate in this life changing opportunity.
What are the main aims?
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We hope to develop a relationship with those in Mityana that will continue beyond the visit, and will deepen the longer relationship between Testbourne and Mityana schools. This is a programme that develops young people in our community to establish relationships and values beyond the material and status symbols of our Western world, and enables and empowers them to make a humanitarian contribution for the rest of their lives.

How is the project funded?
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Each student team member needs to raise a total of £1500.  One third is paid for directly by the parents. A further third is raised by the student themselves through their individual endeavours and activities, with the final third being made up from joint team fundraising activities and company sponsorship.

What’s involved in the visit?
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The pupils will share lessons with their Mityana buddy. They will work in the primary school with younger children, helping out with lessons. They will see what its like to walk two miles to collect water. They will visit an orphanage and meet children with extreme needs and visit a project trying to equip vulnerable young people with a simple skill to help break out of the cycle of economic poverty. The pupils will gain first hand experience of a different culture with strong oral traditions. They will learn how to deal with their reactions to poverty, different food and language barriers
How does the Project Work 
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The project builds on the link between Mityana and Whitchurch which began some years ago when the Bishop of Winchester, John Taylor helped establish the new diocese of Mityana and offered support to its first bishop Yokana Mukasa. Since then the Whitchurch Deanery has been keen to develop this link in a variety of ways. In addition to Testbourne, there are a number of primary schools linked up with schools in Mityana. The Whitchurch Deanery has raised over £15,000 to provide water tanks for schools and clinics. Also supported are income generating projects e.g. teaching young girls to sew on treadle sewing machines, wood craft and animal husbandry for young boys.
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